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Foreword 
 
Thank you for purchasing a product from our company. We always strive to build 
and supply our customers with a quality product that exactly meets their 
requirements. 
 
The information in the following operating instructions is intended to guarantee 
many years of trouble-free use of your semi-trailer. Therefore, all persons 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the semi-trailer should follow 
the recommendations in the manual.  
 
Please read the manual before using the vehicle for the first time. We do not 
accept any liability for damage and incorrect use resulting from non-compliance 
with the instructions.  
 
Regular maintenance and replacement of wearing parts increase the service life 
and trouble-free life of the vehicle.  
 
The location for warranty repairs is determined by the manufacturer. 
Warranty repairs should be carried out in our workshop or, after consultation 
with us, in one of our authorized specialist workshops. 
 
If you have any questions about operation and maintenance, please contact our 
company.  

 

We wish you a good journey and trouble-free driving! 
 
 
 
 

PL 98-275 Brzeźnio  
Zapole 79/4  

TAX 827-00-11-526 
Tel.: +48 43 820 44 46 
Fax.: +48 42 299 65 65 

www.sommer.pl 
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1.General information and principles of use: 
General purpose  
 
Our vehicles are built according to technological principles and recognized safety rules and 
standards. Improper use may result in danger to the life and health of the user or third parties 
as well as damage to the vehicle and other property. SOMMER vehicles are manufactured 
exclusively for their intended use for transport in accordance with road traffic regulations. Use 
also includes compliance with the regulations, descriptions and information contained in this 
operating manual and maintenance.  

 
Improper use 
 
The manufacturer does not accept any liability for damage resulting from improper use of the 
vehicle, e.g. transport of items for which the trailer is not designed; exceeding of permitted 
loads, dimensions and weight distribution. 
The manufacturer's liability is also excluded if: 
- The vehicle and its components have been arbitrarily modified. 
- Structural modifications have been made to the vehicle (e.g. new holes in the main frame of 
the vehicle or reaming of existing holes to a larger size).  
- Non-original spare parts have been used. 

 
Check, adjust and secure before each ride 
 

 Adjust the rear bumper to the riding position and secure; 

 Check that the king pin and fifth wheel are in good condition; 

 Apply sufficient grease to the fifth wheel coupling; 

 Lock the fifth wheel correctly; 

 Connect electrical plugs and pneumatic connections correctly; 

 Release the service brake and do not drive until the air system pressure is correct; 

 Check that tyres and rims are free from defects; 

 Check tyre pressure, including the spare wheel; 

 Check the tightening torque of the vehicle's wheel nuts; 

 Adjust the air suspension to the driving position; 

 Check the vehicle's lights; 

 Do not exceed the maximum speed limit; 
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2. Technical description and rules of use 
 
The SOMMER specialized poultry trailer is used for transporting poultry livestock in special 
containers. 
 
The semi-trailer floor is adapted for easy placement of the containers and the hydraulically 
raised roof for loading. 
      
The semi-trailer must be loaded or unloaded in the correct sequence.  
The sequence of operations must be strictly adhered to.  

 
The following conditions must be observed before loading and unloading: 

 
 

1. THE SEMI-TRAILER MUST BE COUPLED TO THE TRUCK. 
2. THE SET MUST BE ON LEVEL GROUND. 
3. THE SEMI-TRAILER MUST NOT HAVE A FORKLIFT TRUCK CLAMPED IN THE REAR. 
4. THE PARKING BRAKE MUST BE ACTIVATED AND WHEEL CHOCKS MUST BE PLACED 
UNDER THE WHEELS. 
5. FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, GLOVES AND SAFETY SHOES 
WHEN LOADING AND UNLOADING. 
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3. Procedure before loading/unloading 
  
FIRST STEP 
Detach the tarpaulin and loosen the tarpaulin tension buckles or unfasten the straps securing 
the roof to the floor (if there is no tarpaulin). 
 
      position closed       position open 

 
         Detachment of side straps / tarpaulin tensioners. 

 
SECOND STEP 
Unfasten the profile from the tension of the tarpaulin. 
  
 

 
                                                  Unfastening and fastening of the tarpaulin 

Tensioner to tighten 
the tarpaulin 
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STEP THREE 
Unfasten the hook profile at the front pillar. 
 

 
                                                  View of the fastened tarpaulin on the front pillar 
 

STEP FOUR 
Open the hinged guards on the front wall (the way the guard is locked depends on the trailer 
model). 

 

Aluminium hook 
profile 

Hydraulic cylinder 

Pulling handle 
for the tarpaulin 

Locking bolt            
for tilting guard 

Hinged cover with 
locking mechanism 
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STEP FIVE 
Unfasten the stanchions (if present). 
 

 
STEP SIX 
Move the tarpaulin and secure against tearing. 
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STEP SEVEN 
Move stanchions (if any) 
 
STEP EIGHT 
Open the safety valve (1) and raise the roof with the lever (2) to the required height checking 
that the tarpaulin has not caught on the frame or container. 
 

 
  
 
Diagram of the roof lifting system  
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4. Loading containers 
 Before loading containers, information about handling, loading of forklift service 
providers and poultry containers should be taken into account. 
 The trailer manufacturer is not responsible for any loading recommendations other than 
those described below. 
 The manufacturer emphasizes that it is not responsible for damage to containers, 
forklifts and trailers as a result of improper use, which are described in the forklift operating 
instructions. 
 Containers should be loaded and unloaded by suitably qualified and trained persons. 
Our trailers have various variants of securing the lower part of the container floor, which 
depend on the type of transport containers transported by the user. 
  
There are two most common methods of immobilizing containers: 

 Cubes 

 
 

 flat bars 
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 Loading should be done with a trolley specially adapted to loading specific containers. 
There are forklifts with vertical and horizontal forks. 
 
The container should be loaded as follows: 

 Inserting the forks into the container; 

 Lift vertically up without tilting the mast; 

 Driving up to the trailer at the place where the container will be loaded on the trailer. 

 Extending the supports/legs in the trolley, which prevent it from tipping over during 
loading; 

 Lifting the container above the limit (cubes or flat bars); 

 Extending the mast towards the semi-trailer with a loaded container; 

 Lower the container in such a way that the stops prevent it from falling out of the 
trailer. 

 Retracting the mast from the trolley 

 Folding the trolley supports; 

 Wyjechanie wózkiem; 
It is forbidden: 

 Lowering a half-loaded container onto a semi-trailer when there are flat bars on the 
floor may damage the container from below. 

 Leaning the loaded container forward and driving with it raised high may result in it 
tipping over; 

 Lifting a loaded container without extended supports securing the trolley may result in it 
tipping over; 

 
Suggested order of loading/unloading. 
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5. Procedure after loading/unloading: 
 

1. Lower the roof with the lever checking that the tarpaulin has not caught on the frame   
or container and close the safety valve. 

2. Fasten stanchions (if present). 
3. If there is no tarpaulin, strap the roof to the floor. 

 
1. Close the hinged covers on the front wall. 
2. Clip in the stanchions (if present). 
3. Spread the tarpaulin along the side. 
4. Hook up the hook profile at the front post  
5. Hook in the rear profile and pull down the curtain. 6. 
6. Fasten the side of the tarpaulin or fasten the straps that secure the roof to the floor    

(if there is no tarpaulin). 
 

It is not recommended to use excessive force when tensioning                           
the tarpaulin. This can cause damage to the aluminium profile. 

 
6. Maintenance 
 
Vehicle maintenance 

 Lubricate the roof guides regularly every 3 months with Teflon spray. 

 Regularly check the tightness and efficiency of the brake system. 

 Have all faults repaired immediately at an authorized workshop. 

 Do not change the parameters set by us. 

 Use only authorized spare parts.  

 Eliminate corrosion damage. 

 Drain tanks equipped with manual drain valves regularly and replace leaking valves. 

 Use only suitable lubricant. 

 Only use lubricators with a maximum pressure of 50 bar to avoid damage to bearings 
and seals. 

 Clean the grease nipple before greasing. 

 Always close the rubber cover of the grease nipple. 

 Other maintenance rules are contained in the Sommer warranty book. 

When driving without side tarpaulins, the roof must absolutely be pulled 
down to the containers and fastened to the floor with the straps with which 
every Sommer trailer is equipped. 
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Cleaning the vehicle 

 

THE SURFACES OF OUR VEHICLES ARE NOT RESISTANT TO STRONG CLEANING 
AGENTS, ACIDS AND ALKALIS 

 

 For the first three months, wash only with cold water and do not use steam equipment. 

 Use only weakly acidic or weakly alkaline cleaning agents with a pH value of 6 to 10. 

 Carefully remove any grease stains from the paintwork.  

 Lubricate all lubrication points before cleaning and washing the vehicle. 

 Do not treat brake and air lines with grease or sprays. 

 Do not clean seals with mineral oils, petrol or solvents. 

 Clean the rubber seals of the doors, ventilation flaps and roller shutters, if necessary, 
and then apply appropriate care products. 

 Wear gloves and goggles when cleaning. 

 Clean the vehicle in a place exclusively intended for this purpose. 

 Observe environmental protection instructions. 

 Only use high-pressure cleaners that allow a maximum pressure of 120 bar and a 
maximum temperature of 800C.  

 When cleaning with the pressure washer, do not direct the jet onto the name plate, EBS 
system plate, door gaps, seals, electrical components, plug connections, gaskets, cables, 
cylinder piston surfaces. 

Tyres, tyre pressure 

 Check tyre pressure at least every 14 days and correct if necessary. 

 The pressure in the spare wheel should also be checked. 

 Check air pressure on cold tyres before starting to drive 

 If tyre pressures are too high or too low, the life of the tyres is considerably reduced. 

 For detailed information on the necessary tyre pressures, refer to the instructions of the 
relevant tyre manufacturer. 
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DAMAGED TYRES, POROUS, OUTDATED OR WITH INSUFFICIENT TREAD DEPTH 
SHOULD BE REPLACED 

 
Wheel nuts 

 Tighten wheel nuts after the first 50 km.  

 Check wheel nuts and bolts regularly for tightness. 

 Check tightening torque of wheels on new or freshly painted rims after 20-100 hours of 
driving. 

 Observe the recommended tightening torques. 

 Tighten wheel nuts or bolts crosswise. 
 

7. Troubleshooting 

 
Roof does not drop all the way down    

 Check that the vehicle is standing on a level surface. 

 Perform venting. 
 
Roof does not rise  

 Ensure that the pressure in the trailer's pneumatic system is vented. 

 Check if there is any load on it, such as snow or an unwanted objects. 

 Check that the tarpaulin is not caught. 

 Check that the vehicle is standing on a level surface. 
 
 



 

Technical changes and modifications to this manual are reserved 15 

 

8. Safety rules 

 Any person directly or indirectly involved in the operation, maintenance or repair of the 
vehicle must read and understand this manual, in particular the safety instructions. 

 The product has been built according to the latest state of knowledge and is safe to 
operate. Improper use or insufficiently trained personnel pose a risk to the vehicle. 

 Before each use, the vehicle must be thoroughly checked for roadworthiness and safe 
use. 

 The proper securing of the load being carried must be checked before using the semi-
trailer. 

 The driver of the vehicle must check the effectiveness of the semi-trailer and note any 
faults arising from use. 

 In the event of faults, operation must be stopped until the fault has been safely 
rectified. 

 The vehicle must only be operated, maintained and repaired by authorized, trained and 
instructed persons. 

 Side tarpaulins and guards should always be in the closed position when driving. 

 It is forbidden to be in the danger zone of the vehicle, i.e. between the truck unit and 
the semi-trailer, and underneath raised components and moving parts of the vehicle. 

 It is forbidden to transport persons in the load compartment of trucks or trailers. 

 When manually moving a trailer or semi-trailer using other equipment (e.g. a forklift 
truck), it must be possible to brake the vehicle at all times.  

 When using, always adapt your driving style to the prevailing road and weather 
conditions. 

 When loading and unloading the semi-trailer, it must be ensured that you are not in the 
designated loading zone. 

 Do not exceed the permitted axle loads, vertical loads and load lengths. 

 Do not carry out unauthorized modifications or alterations that affect operational 
safety. 

 Only spare parts recommended by Sommer may be used. 

 Assembly and service work may only be carried out by trained specialists. 

 Only suitable tools may be used for assembly work. 

 After loading/unloading, the roof must drop until it rests against the side stanchions or 
containers in the centre and against the walls in the front and rear sections. If this does 
not happen, bleed the hydraulic roof lifting system. 

 Do not drive without pressure in the pneumatic system. 

 Do not make any holes in the load-bearing components, especially in the chassis frame. 

 Cutting or welding work is only permitted after consultation with the manufacturer. 
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SPECIFIC SOURCES OF DANGER: 
 
 
- IT IS FORBIDDEN TO RIDE WITH THE ROOF RAISED 
 
- IT IS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN TO RIDE WITHOUT SUPPORTING THE ROOF AT ALL REQUIRED  
POINTS. 
 
- WHEN DRIVING WITHOUT SIDE CURTAINS, IT IS NECESSARY TO USE STRAPS TO SECURE THE 
ROOF TO THE CONTAINERS. 
 
- IT IS ADVISABLE TO ADDITIONALLY SECURE THE CONTAINERS WITH STRAPS. 
 
- WHEN UNCOUPLING AND COUPLING A SEMI-TRAILER, DO NOT STAY IN THE DANGER ZONE 
 
- PAY ATTENTION TO THE REAR AREA OF THE SEMI-TRAILER WHEN REVERSING 
 
- DO NOT EXCEED THE PERMITTED GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT. 
 
- DO NOT DRIVE WITH AN IMPROPERLY SECURED LOAD 
 
- MAKE SURE THAT THERE ARE NO ADDITIONAL LOADS ON THE ROOF BEFORE LIFTING IT 
 
- WHEN LIFTING THE ROOF, MAKE SURE THAT THE TARPAULIN IS NOT CATCHING ON THE 
CONTAINERS AND THAT IT IS DETACHED AT ALL FIXING POINTS. 


